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The Madison County Board of Zoning Appeals met on the above date at 9:00 A.M. with, 
Mary Jane Baker, Chairperson, presiding. 
 
Members Present: Mary Jane Baker, John Simmermon, Rick Durham, Bill Hobbs, and 

Rex Etchison. 
 
Also Present:  Ken Ellis, Planning Director, and Elizabeth Bruns, Board Secretary. 
 
Members Absent: None 
 
CURRENT BUSINESS  
 
1. Prayer by Member Durham 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
3. Roll call taken with all Members present. 
 
4. Member Durham made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 26, 2013 

meeting.  Member Simmermon seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous in favor 
of the motion.  February Minutes Approved. 

  
5. Chairman Baker introduced Jeff Graham the Attorney for this BZA meeting and 

welcomed him. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
   
1. Petition:   2013-V-005 (Public Hearing)  
  Address:  4899 S SR 13, Lapel, IN 
  Location: West side of SR 13 approximately 250’ N of 500 S in Stony Creek Twp. 
  Petitioner: Mark W. Wolfe 
  Owner:   Mark W. Wolfe 
  Zoning:    AG 
  Request: To legally establish a front yard setback encroachment of 91 feet for the 

construction of the proposed covered porch addition to the existing 
home.  The Madison County Land Use and Development Code states 
the minimum front setback on SR 13, an arterial road, is 200 feet from 
the center of an arterial road.  This parcel has frontage on SR 13. 

 
Director Ellis presented his Staff Report with a favorable recommendation. 
 
I’m Mark Wolfe and this is my wife Tara, and we reside at 4899 South SR 13.  We 
purchased this foreclosed home five to six years ago and spend most every weekend 
improving the property.  We would like to increase the size of the bedrooms and that is 
why we are here today. 
 
Member Durham asked about the temporary storage unit in the driveway. 
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Mr. Wolfe informed the Board that this has already been removed. 
 
Findings of Fact:  2013-V-005 

 
1.  The granting of the variance neither harms the public nor undermines the 

purposes of The Codes. No easement, legal drain or right-of-way is encroached. 
The variance will not impact the existing well and septic. The character of the 
neighborhood would not be changed or threatened. The proposed setback 
encroachment does not affect the health, safety and welfare of the neighborhood 
or Madison County. Visually from SR 13, the existing homes appear to have fairly 
uniform building lines. The variance will not be noticeable from SR 13. 

 
2. The proposal is compatible with the area and existing homes in the general 

neighborhood. The granting will not affect adjoining property values in a 
substantially adverse manner. Homes in the area have varying degrees of front 
setback. The variance will not be noticeable. The proposed porch will improve 
the property. 

 
3. The proposed porch will improve the property. The character of the neighborhood 

would not be changed or threatened. Visually from SR 13, the existing homes 
appear to have fairly uniform building lines. The variance will not be noticeable 
from SR 13 or neighboring property.  The existing building line will be maintained 
and in-line with adjacent and neighboring homes. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 
The Board Members discussed the possibility of changing code for front yard setbacks 
where homes are already established along the old setback requirements.  Director Ellis 
stated that he would bring this concern to the Planning Commission Board at the 
request of the BZA Board.  
 
Director Ellis asked to have a Special BZA Meeting to hear Petition 2013-SU-001. 
 
The Board approved to have the April meeting on the 9th.    
 
Chairperson Baker adjourned the meeting. 
 
Adjournment:  9:26:58 A.M. 

 
 
____________________________ 
Mary Jane Baker, Chairman 
 
 
____________________________ 
Elizabeth Bruns, Board Secretary 
 


