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IC 29-3-6 
  Chapter 6. Notice of Hearings 

IC 29-3-5-3 
Findings; appointment of guardian; limited guardianship; 

 Sec. 3. (a) Except under subsection (c), if it is alleged and the court finds that:(1) the individual for whom 
the guardian is sought is an incapacitated person or a minor; and(2) the appointment of a guardian is 
necessary as a means of providing care and supervision of the physical person or property of the 
incapacitated person or minor; the court shall appoint a guardian under this chapter. (b) If it is alleged and 
the court finds that the welfare of an incapacitated person would be best served by limiting the scope of 
the guardianship, the court shall make the appointive or other orders under this chapter to: 

(1) encourage development of the incapacitated person's self-improvement, self-reliance, and 
independence; and 
(2) contribute to the incapacitated person's living as normal a life as that person's condition and 
circumstances permit without psychological or physical harm to the incapacitated person. 
(c) If the court finds that it is not in the best interests of the incapacitated person or minor to appoint a 
guardian, the court may :(1) treat the petition as one for a protective order and proceed 
accordingly;  (2) enter any other appropriate order; or (3) dismiss the proceedings.  
      
29-3-8-1 
Enumerated responsibilities of guardian 
     Sec. 1. (a) The guardian of a minor (other than a temporary guardian) has all of the responsibilities and 
authority of a parent and, unless otherwise ordered by the court, is responsible for the preservation of all 
the minor's property regardless of where the property is located. In addition and without limitation, the 
guardian: 
        (1) must be or shall become sufficiently acquainted with the minor and maintain sufficient contact 
with the minor to know of the minor's capabilities, disabilities, limitations, needs, opportunities, and 
physical and mental health; 
        (2) shall, upon termination of the guardianship, comply with the applicable provisions of IC 29-3-12; 
        (3) to the extent the available parental income and property are insufficient to fulfill the parental 
obligation of support to the minor, shall apply the guardianship income and, to the extent the guardianship 
income is insufficient, the principal of the guardianship property to the minor's current needs for support, 
and protect and conserve that portion of the minor's property that is in excess of the minor's current needs; 
        (4) shall report the physical and mental condition of the minor to the court as ordered by the court; 
and 
        (5) has any other responsibilities that the court may order. 
    (b) The guardian (other than a temporary guardian) of an incapacitated person is responsible for the 
incapacitated person's care and custody and for the preservation of the incapacitated person's property to 
the extent ordered by the court. In addition and without limitation, the guardian of an incapacitated 



person: 
        (1) has, with respect to the incapacitated person, the same responsibilities as those of a guardian of a 
minor enumerated in subsection (a)(1), (a)(3), and (a)(4); 
        (2) shall, upon termination of the guardianship, comply with the applicable provisions of IC 29-3-12; 
and 
        (3) has any other responsibilities that the court may order. 

29-3-8-2 

Powers which guardian may exercise 
     Sec. 2. (a) The guardian of a minor may exercise all of the powers required to perform the 
guardian's responsibilities, including the following: 
        (1) The power to receive property payable to the minor or the minor's parent, guardian, or 
custodian from any source, including any statutory benefit, insurance system, or private contract, 
devise, trust, or custodianship. 
        (2) The power to take custody of the person of the minor and  

establish the minor's place of abode within or without Indiana if in accordance with IC 29-3-9-2. 
        (3) The power to institute proceedings or take other appropriate action to compel the 
performance by any person of a duty to support the minor or to pay for the minor's education, 
health, or welfare. 
        (4) The power to consent to medical or other professional care and treatment for the minor's 
health and welfare. 
        (5) The power to consent to the marriage or adoption of the minor. 
        (6) If reasonable, the power to delegate to the minor certain responsibilities for decisions 
affecting the minor's business affairs and well-being. 
        (7) The power to purchase a home for the minor or the minor's dependents, to protect the 
minor's existing home, or to protect the minor's interest in any real estate in which the minor may 
have an interest, contractual or otherwise, or to purchase any other interest in real property where 
the court finds the purchase to be in the minor's best interest. 
        (8) The powers with respect to the guardianship property as are granted to a guardian under 
section 4 of this chapter with respect to guardianship property. 
        (9) The power to bind all or any part of the guardianship property in a transaction for the 
benefit of the minor unless the third party dealing with the guardian is acting in bad faith. 
        (10) If the minor has no living parent, other than a parent who is an incapacitated person, 
the powers granted to the parent of a minor under IC 29-3-3-3(1) through IC 29-3-3-3(8). 
    (b) The guardian (other than a temporary guardian) of an incapacitated person has all of the 
powers to perform the guardian's responsibilities, including the powers with respect to the 
incapacitated person and the incapacitated person's property regardless of where the property is 
located, that are granted to the guardian of a minor enumerated in subsection (a)(1) through 
(a)(9). 
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